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Farmer Networks
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www.brookfieldfarm.org/craft or
call Dan Kaplan at Brookfield
Farm, (413) 253-7199.

New York Certified Organic

New York Certified Organic
(NYCO) is a network that started
from a group of neighboring grain
and dairy farmers in Central and
Western NY. NYCO members
have been supporting each other
for over 10 years to remain viable

in their markets and communities.

Members grow soybeans, corn,
wheat, oats, barley, buckwheat,
spelt, dry beans, hay, rye, and
processing vegetables.

Some members are also dairy
farmers, poultry producers, and
fruit, vegetable and greenhouse
growers. These farmers are typi-
cally producing larger quantities
than the average small producer,
but NYCO is an excellent network
to learn from in order to remain
viable in the market.

NYCO holds meetings at the New
York Agricultural Experiment
Station in Geneva to share infor-
mation on various organic topics.
They also produce an excellent
newsletter called Tails and
Tassels, which is filled with infor-
mation about organic farming.
This newsletter is sent to individu-
als throughout the U.S. and

Canada by email and postal mail.
For more information about
NYCO and Tails and Tassels, con-
tact Mary-Howell Martens at 315-
536-9879 or kandmhfarm@sprint-
mail.com.

NOFA-NY

One particular networking oppor-
tunity that Tompkins County CSA
farmers frequently referred to was
the annual conference of the
Northeastern Organic Association
of NY. The conference has been a
key networking opportunity, con-
necting farmers, consumers, and
service providers interested in
organic agriculture for over two
decades.

“I've gone to 17 years of NOFA
conferences and most likely will
continue to go,” said one farmer. “I
feel they are such a good idea so
the farmers can get together. We
need to see what is going on and
talk with each other.... That is how
it happens.”

Besides offering yearly confer-
ences and workshops, NOFA is a
member organization that has
local chapters. Local chapters
sponsor monthly and seasonal
meetings so members can discus
organic farming and gardening
issues. For more information
about NOFA visit http://nofany.org
or contact Education Coordinator
Brian Caldwell at 607-564-1060.

DON'T FORGET THE INTERNET!
Farmers are also looking far
beyond their backyards to create
or join a network. The Internet is
serving as a valuable resource for
farmers to learn, collaborate, and
communicate using websites and
email list serves. Connections can
be made across state, regional,
and national boundaries to share
information related to alternative
and small farm agriculture.

The Internet may reduce the
opportunity to meet socially, but it
addresses some of the time con-
straints that overwhelm many
small-scale farmers today. For
instance, a several of the CSA
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farmers I've talked to in the
Tompkins County area partici-
pate in a CSA email listserve
for that very reason. Farmers
post questions or chat with
other farmers at all times of
the day to solve many of their
CSA and organic farming
problems. If you are interest-
ed in learning more about
subscribing to a CSA-Listsery,
please visit:
http://www.prairienet.
org/pcsa/CSA-L/

Also, some of the CSA farm-
ers used an on-line discus-
sion board to post or check
for events, positions, and
information on CSA related
topics. The Robyn Van En
Center for CSA Resources
sponsors this on-line
resource. You can learn more
about how to use this discus-
sion board at: http://www.csa-
center.org/ opps.htm

Another good example of an
internet-based network is the
Small Ruminant Marketing
listserve; SRMARKETING-L.
Participating sheep and goat
producers, extension educa-
tors, and even some buyers,

il have an active, ongoing email
conversation on all aspects of
marketing and producing their
products.

To learn how to subscribe,
please visit: http://www.sheep
goatmarketing.org/sgm/about/
list.htm or contact the list
manager, Dr. tatiana Stanton,
at tis7@cornell.edu. Please
include the state you reside in
and your interest in lamb and
goat marketing.

HOW CAN | FIND - OR
START - A FARMER NET-
WORK?

Start poking around in your
neighborhood, on the
Internet, and at conferences
and workshops. Check in with
your local Extension office.
Talk to as many other farmers
as you can. Just like any
other relationship, it may take
time to establish and develop
a network that meets your
needs. My advice is to be cre-
ative and resourceful; you
never know who is interested
in the same kind of projects as
you are!

Kim Niewolny is a PhD stu-
dent in the Department of
Education at Cornell
University, Ithaca, NY. Kim
has been working with
Finger Lake and Catskill
area farmers, researchers,
and community organiza-
tions to promote the bene-
fits of small farms for com-
munity revitalization.




